
News & Upcoming Events 

May 30th & 31st are Dates for the POLO Golf 

Met PGA Head Pro Championship Presented 

by Club Car at Willow Ridge Country Club 

The 2017 POLO Golf Met PGA Head Pro Championship presented by Club Car promises to be another outstanding 

event. Polo’s involvement as title sponsor will help showcase our head professionals at a great event as well as 

providing product to all the competitors. We also appreciate the continued involvement from our great friends at 

Club Car. The tournament will be part of Willow Ridge’s celebration of their centennial year, and will includes a 

regular and senior division playing from separate tees. In addition, we will be offering a Life Member Championship 

on day one. Anyone classified as a Life Member is eligible to play in this one-day event that includes lunch and a 

special gift from Polo Golf. 

2017 Met PGA Special Awards Selections Announced 

The Metropolitan PGA’s Special Awards Committee is pleased to announce the following award recipients for 

2017. We will be honoring all but the Professional of the Year at our Fall Meeting and Forum. The Professional of 

the Year will be part of the Spring Forum ceremonies. Our Additional Nominations have been finalists for the 

National Awards previously and have been resubmitted by our Committee. We congratulate all of the following: 

Professional of the Year   Dave Gosiewski, Noyac Golf Club 

Horton Smith Award    Michael Breed, The Michael Breed Golf Academy 

Bill Strausbaugh Award   Mike Gilmore, Winged Foot Golf Club 

Youth Player Development Award  Ben Hoffhine, Westchester Country Club 

Teacher of the Year    Jeff Gschwind, Deepdale Golf Club 

Player Development Award   Monique Thoresz, The Apawamis Club 

Patriot Award     Andy Crane, West Point Golf Course 

Deacon Palmer Award   Rocco Cambareri, Valley Fields Golf Course 

Merchandiser of the Year (Private)  Adam McDaid, Friar’s Head 

Merchandiser of the Year (Public)  Max Galloway, Mohansic Golf Course 

 

Additional Nominations include: 

John Kennedy (Bill Strausbaugh Award), Darrell Kestner (Professional of the Year), Stuart Waack (Youth Player 

Development Award). 
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Head Professionals – Met PGA Club Association Mailing is 

Coming Soon 

In early May we will be sending out an important mailing for our Head Professionals. This will be a renewal or 

membership application form for our Met PGA Club Association. This $300.00 fee funded by our area clubs and 

courses contributes to many of the key activities we take great pride in. The Club Association funds help support our 

Educational Programs, our Employment & Club Relations initiatives, our many Communications vehicles as well as 

our growth of the game priorities. Each year we have been fortunate to have between 120 and 150 clubs and courses 

join our Met PGA Club Association. Our thanks to our head professionals who promote the Met PGA Club 

Association with their GM, President, and/or facility leaders. 

SCAM ALERT 

We have been advised of a scam where an individual has called professionals to book a series of lessons, sending a 

check for complete advance payment. Shortly thereafter, he requests an immediate and full refund via wire transfer 

before the original check is discovered to be fraudulent. 

The 66th Annual MGWA National Awards Dinner at 

Westchester Marriott on June 26th – Mark O’Meara to Receive 

MGWA Gold Tee Award  

The Metropolitan Golf Writers Association will be hosting their 66th National Awards Dinner on Monday, June 26 

at the Westchester Marriott in Tarrytown, NY. Hall of Famer Mark O'Meara will receive the MGWA's highest 

honor—the Gold Tee Award. Other award recipients include Jaime Diaz (Linc Werden Award), American Century 

(Bing Crosby Tournament Sponsor Award) and Hackensack Golf Club (Club of the Year). Other awards recipients 

will be announced in the upcoming weeks. For tickets or more information, please contact Kate Keller at 914-909-

4847 or kkeller@mgagolf.org. 

Assistants Update: Spring Meeting, Upcoming Tournaments, 

and Reminders 

The opening meeting and tournament for our Assistants Association was hosted by the Whippoorwill Club on 

Monday, April 10th. The meeting was run by the Assistants Officers: President, Tyler Jaramillo (Saint Andrew’s 

Golf Club), Alex Smith (Garden City Golf Club), Frankie Martinez (Patterson Club). Because of some employment 

changes, elections were required to fill the final two vacancies. Sara Dickson of Quaker Ridge was elected as 

Secretary, while Burning Tree’s John Schmoll is the new Treasurer. The gathering also served as an opportunity to 

honor 2016 Assistant Player of the Year, Pete Ballo of Old Oaks. In the tournament action, the stableford scoring 

format put a premium on birdies and eagles, with Brice Busse of Metropolis CC amassing just one point more than 

Mike Larkin of GC of Purchase. Nick Iacono of Elmwood CC recorded the first tournament hole in one of the 

season on his way to a T5 finish. 

(continued next page) 
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(continued from previous) 

The May Assistants Tour event schedule is as follows: May 8th at Cold Spring, May 15th at Aspetuck Valley, May 

22nd Spring Major at Saint Andrews, and May 30th at Westchester Hills. The Assistant/Assistant Match Play is 

underway, with the deadline to complete the first match on May 19th. 

It is also not too early to be thinking about end of the season assistant honors and opportunities either. The Met PGA 

Assistant of the Year Award is based on service and performance. All candidates for the Gene Borek Squire Cup 

Team will be considered along with any other applicant who supports the Met PGA programs and activities 

(education, tournament and growth of the game), and are involved with fund-raising or community initiatives (such 

as Junior Golf, Met PGA HOPE, Patriot Golf Day, etc.). The Board also seeks representative of the ideals of our 

Section in promoting the importance of playing and teaching the game. Assistants will also once again be competing 

for the Gil McNally Most Improved Assistant Player Award (based on scoring improvement from 2016 to 2017). 

The award is sponsored by The Treiber Group in recognition of Gil McNally, long time head professional at Garden 

City Golf Club and a role model for assistants and head professionals to emulate. Apprentices preparing for their 

next Level checkpoint are reminded that the William A. Mitchell Scholarship Fund supports those with financial 

needs in completing the next requirements in their apprenticeship for PGA Membership. The Mitchell Scholarship 

Fund application will be posted in June this year with recipients announced at The Mitch Pro-Am at Innis Arden on 

Tuesday, September 26th 

Tournaments 

Race for the Lease Starts in May with 2017 Lincoln Pro-Am 

Series 

We are excited for year two of the second iteration of this program and the opportunity to 

award a Lincoln vehicle to another Met PGA member at the end of this season. The Race for 

the Lease is a participation-based point system, where a PGA Professional from the club with 

the highest level of Pro-Am participation will earn a two-year lease on a Lincoln. Check the 

web site for the Pro-Am Series schedule and encourage your members to get away and play. In 

addition to the Lincoln Motor Company, we are so appreciative of the continued support of 

Presenting Sponsors: Empire City Casino, MasterCard and Anheuser-Busch, and Mohegan 

Sun. Additionally, Pro-Am winners will again be invited into the Tournament of Champions at 

Mohegan Sun in October where we battle with our counterparts from the New England PGA. 

OMEGA Player of the Year Race Opens with MasterCard 

Match Play Championships 

The MasterCard Long Island and Westchester PGA Championships are the first point events on 

the road to the OMEGA Player of the Year and John Farley Cup standings. Qualifying rounds 

were played on the last Monday in April with matches starting on May 1st at Seawane and 

Woodway. Follow the action in real time on the web site and via our social media outlets. 
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Lenox Advisors / National Financial Partners New 

York State Open Returns to Bethpage Black 

Our 2017 New York State Open Championship on July 19th – 21st at Bethpage Black will now 

be sponsored by National Financial Partners (NFP) in addition to Lenox Advisors. Registration is 

available now at met.pga.com/nyso. 

TaylorMade/Adidas/Ashworth/Adams Pro-Assistants 

Championships 

Some 400 professionals turned out for our annual sectional tournament openers on April 17th at Hamlet CC and 

Knollwood CC. The Hamlet, recently promoting Victor Romano to General Manager and hiring Jim Farrell as Head 

Professional, surprised the field with firm fast conditions. In the end, there were 3 teams that combined for a better 

ball of 5 under par to share the title. Garden City GC’s Bob Rittberger and Jesse Fitzgerald were the leaders after the 

morning session while Mark Brown teamed separately with two assistants, Nick Patti and Josh Rackley to match the 

5 under score of 65 in the afternoon. Knollwood Country Club hosted over 200 players, yielding a winning score of 

8 under par 62 to the duo of Cory Muller and Chris Fischer from the Country Club of Darien. We extend sincere 

thanks to Taylor Made, adidas, Adams Golf, and Ashworth for their continued support and to sales reps, Brian 

Overbeck, Joe Colaizzo, Ryan Barton, Matt Mikan, and Brian Watt for their participation and enthusiasm. 

Met PGA Travel Pro Am Returns to Pinehurst on Oct. 29th - 

Nov. 1st 

We are excited to return to Pinehurst Resort for our annual Met PGA Travel Pro-Am. Pinehurst has been home away 

from home for the Met PGA, and we look forward to checking out a number of improvements since our last visit. 

For starters, we will be some of the first guests to have access to the newly built short course. Pinehurst has also 

taken advantage of the formerly unused patio space adjacent to the 18th green on Course #2 with a new pub called 

“The Deuce." The event includes one practice round and three tournament rounds on Pinehurst #6, #8, and #2 (two 

rounds). Please check with Dan Kiley if you have questions or for a link to share with your amateurs to submit 

payment. At minimum, a $1000 deposit per amateur is required to reserve your spot. We are excited that National 

Car Rental will also be our sponsor again this year, allowing us to include rental cars as part of the package. 

Met PGA Pro-President a Section Wide Event in 2017 

The Met PGA will offer one just one Pro-President in 2017, to include all section clubs. The event, hosted by 

Hudson National on Tuesday June 27th, will offer morning and afternoon shotgun starts for professionals with their 

club president or other club official. The plan is to accommodate requests for start time as entries are received so 

sign up early to ensure you get your preference. 
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Junior Golf / Player Development 

Golf Courses Still Needed for Junior Events 

The Met PGA Junior Golf Tour is still searching for host sites for events this season. We are in need of one-day 

events that only require a minimum of two hours of tee times as well as a couple of championships. We are still in 

need of a site for our Junior PGA Championship (first or second week in July), Tour Championship, (beginning of 

the week of August 21st), and Match Play Championship (end of the week of August 21st). If your club is interested 

in hosting an event this year please contact Dan Frankel at dfrankel@pgahq.comas soon as possible! 

Met PGA HOPE Instructors Needed 

The Met PGA HOPE class schedule is below and can also be found at www.metpgahope.com. We are very excited 

for the beginning of training sessions, but we are in need of instructors – ESPECIALLY IN LI. We are also working 

on a special PGA HOPE golf access card, and are looking for courses and ranges to participate. If you are interested 

in any of these opportunities, please contact Kelli Clayton (kclayton@pgahq.com) for information or to sign up. 

West Point Golf Course 
May 10, 17, 24, June 14, 21 

3:00pm—5:00pm 

Crab Meadow Golf Course 
May 11, 18, 25, June 8, 15 

4:00pm—6:00pm 

Mosholu Golf Course 
May 9, 16, 23, June 6, 20 

9:30am–11:30am 
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Give a Veteran HOPE Fundraiser 

Please utilize the text below to help spread the word to your membership via email about the great work your 

Foundation is doing for local veterans through PGA HOPE. We ask you to start thinking about ways to use this in 

your opening tournaments, Memorial Day events, etc. Any questions please contact Kelli at kclayton@pgahq.com. 

Thank you for your support! 

   

As a proud member of the Metropolitan Section of the PGA of America, it is my distinct privilege to share the work 

our Foundation has been doing to impact the lives of disabled veterans right here in our back yard. As we get ready 

to remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice this Memorial Day, I ask you to please consider honoring the 

fallen by helping us continue to heal our nations heroes by Giving a Veteran HOPE. Information about our local 

program is below along with ways to donate. Thank you and have a wonderful and safe Memorial Day! 

Click Here for the Video Click here to donate online Click here to donate via mail 

Announcements & Reminders 

Condolences 

We are deeply saddened to announce the passing of Rocky Cambareri. After a number of years as a PGA head 

professional, Rocky was fulfilling his dream of developing the local Par 3 golf course in Yorktown, known as 

Valley Fields. Calling hours are Monday May 1st 3 - 9pm, at Clark Funeral Home in Yorktown Heights. The Mass 

of Christian Burial is Tuesday, 10am, at New St. Patrick's Church in Yorktown Heights. 

2016 Digital Year in Review – Available Now! 

The 2016 Year in Review Magazine is packed with images, stories and results from the 2016 season and previews 

what is ahead for this year. It is also a great opportunity to represent the Partners and Sponsors and their brands. 

Take a look! 
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Proudly serving the Metropolitan PGA Section 

Adam Brown, adam@evolvegolf.com (NY) & Camryn McKenzie, camryn@evolvegolf.com (CT)

We have used Evolve's Epoch tee for many years. Fenway's tee boxes experience less breakage than wood 
tees, eliminating clutter, and reducing our overall tee costs by 40%. The custom striping and logo imprint 

help leverage our new logo and advertise everywhere our members play. Evolve's pre-book discount 
program helps my staff manage our tee stock all season. They check in throughout the year to make sure 

we are in good shape. I know that we will never run out and that we'll never have too many tees. 

Heath Wassem, PGA

Head Golf Professional
Fenway Golf Club

Honorary President, Metropolitan PGA

EC2 Foundry

Motionwool Epoch S3 Pro Shop Packs Black Box Tournament Gifts

Ball MarkersEpoch Pitch Repair Tools



 

 

 

New PGA Members 

Congratulations to the following newly elected PGA members: 

 Calvin Christoff, A-8 with Tony Sessa at East Hampton 

 Adam Laird, A-8 with Michael Shank at North Shore 

 Adam Larkin, A-8 with Jim Lusk at Seawane 

 Joe Leardo, A-8 with Gary Murphy at Innis Arden 

 Garrett Wisniewski, A-8 with James Ondo at Apawamis 

Four New Quarter Century Club Members 

Congratulations to Angela Aulenti of Sterling Farms, Scott Hawkins of Glen Head, Dick Smith of Manhattan 

Woods, and Stuart Waack of Silvermine on becoming members of the Quarter Century Club. 

John Kennedy Golf Professional Coaching 

John Kennedy is offering his expertise and assistance to Met PGA professionals in the areas of: business planning, 

contract review, staff management, and others. He has availability for up to four professionals this year. Contact 

john at jkcomein@yahoo.comfor fee and availability. 

Inspire Your Members with The Dennis Walters Golf Show 

Dennis Walters will be spending the month of July at in the Met Section and still has a few opening for engagements 

to deliver his most powerful and impactful presentation. Please contact Dennis if you are interested in information or 

scheduling an appearance (954-232-5410). 

Volunteer Opportunities for FedEx Cup and US Open 

The Northern Trust Open at Glen Oaks will be the first event of the 2017 PGA Tour Playoffs. Volunteers are needed 

from August 22nd - 27th. Individuals can register, but PGA members are encouraged to group your members to 

volunteer as a club. The $75 volunteer fee includes: Logoed golf shirt, volunteer credential providing a grounds pass 

even when not volunteering, guest credential providing entry for one guest to the tournament every day, logoed cap, 

volunteer pin, volunteer lanyard, lunch voucher on work days, and invitation to the Volunteer Appreciation Party. 

Individuals or organized member groups can contact Matthew Rawitzer via email at 

MatthewRawitzer@pgatourhq.com or phone at 201-444-5356. 

The USGA is seeking volunteers for the 2018 US Open at Shinnecock Hills. Please encourage your members to 

register individual or get together and Marshal a hole together. The $175 volunteer fee includes volunteer uniform 

and grounds admission when not working. Volunteers can register at 2018volunteers.usga.org. 
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FOR SALE! 

Tom Lupinacci is offering a $20,000 Commission to any PGA Professional who might find him a client for his 

Antique Golf Collection. Please review Tom’s Website Timelessgolfantiques.com. Tom also has used white striped 

Range Balls for Sale and High quality Used Golf Balls for re-sale—AND hit away balls for .15ea. There is free 

delivery in Long Island or Westchester for orders of 3000 balls or more! Tom is looking to purchase used Yellow 

Range balls! Tom can be reached at 904-233-1023. 

John Schob is selling range balls for $0.10 and also has green metal bag stands available for sale. Please contact 

John at glfpro77@aol.com. 

PGA of America News and Notes 

Prepare for Dues Billing—PGA members and apprentices are encouraged to review and update their PGA.org 

profile as it relates to employment, classification, preferred mailing address, home address, email and phone 

contacts. Dues invoices will be emailed to all individuals with an email address on file. Members without an email 

address will be sent a printed invoice through the US mail service the first week in May. 

The PGA Annual Operations Survey allows you to compare your top-line revenues and expenses against other 

"like" green grass and off-course facilities and also serves as a value guide during the budgeting process. Please help 

us aggregate this data used to support state and national economic impact studies which are vital to telling the story 

about golf's impact on the economy. The highest ranking PGA member can participate by visiting 

http://apps.pga.org/professionals/apps/memberinfo/performancetrak/facops.cfm or calling 1-800-474-2776. 

2017 Members Business Center Videos are now available online. PGA members can earn 2 PGA Education MSR 

by watching a video and taking as assessment. 

IBMSECU offers Home Equity Lines among other Financial Planning Services. Apply today at 

businessloans@ibmsecu.org or call 1-800-873-5100 ext. 8799. 

Sales Rep Update 

Doug Hansen, PGA is involved with a number of new product lines including simulators, DCT’s Camelo Leather 

products.  Check out Doug’s web site at www.BigHornGolfGroup.com. 

He can be contacted at douglashansenpga@gmail.com. 
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Employment Update 

Please remember to check the dedicated “Employment Listing” section of the web site as new opportunities are 

posted as soon as we are notified. A number changes have been posted in the past few weeks. 

We are pleased to announce the following recent appointment: 

Drew DiSesa, assistant to Steven Dougan at Bedford G&TC for the past 8 years, has just been named the PGA Head 

Professional at Riomar Country Club in Vero Beach FL. Congratulations and best wishes to Drew! 
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Club Association

Apawamis Club 

Aspetuck Valley CC 

Atlantic GC 

Beekman CC 

Bethpage State Park GC 

Birchwood CC 

Bonnie Briar CC 

Brae Burn CC 

Bridge, The 

Brooklawn CC 

Brookville CC 

Burning Tree CC 

Centennial GC 

Cherry Valley Club 

Cold Spring CC 

Creek, The 

Darien, CC of 

Deepdale GC 

Doral GC 

East Hampton GC 

Elmwood CC 

Fairfield, CC Of 

Fairview CC 

Fenway GC 

Friar's Head 

Garden City GC 

Gardiners Bay CC 

Garrison GC 

Glen Cove GC 

Glen Head CC 

Glen Oaks Club 

Glenarbor GC 

Golf & Body NYC 

Greenwich CC 

Griffith E. Harris GC & Range 

Hampton Hills G & CC 

Hempstead G & CC 

Hollow Brook GC 

Hudson National GC 

Huntington CC 

Huntington Crescent Club 

Innis Arden GC 

Inwood CC 

Lake Isle CC 

Laurel Links CC 

Leewood GC 

Lido GC 

Long Island National GC 

Mahopac GC 

Maidstone Club 

Mansion Ridge, The Golf Club 

McCann Memorial GC 

Meadow Brook Club 

Merrick Road Park GC 

Metropolis CC 

Middle Bay, Golf Club At 

Milbrook Club 

Mill River Club, Inc. 

Mount Kisco CC 

Muttontown Club, The 

Nassau CC 

National GL of America 

New Canaan, CC Of 

Nissequogue GC 

North Fork CC 

North Hempstead CC 

North Hills CC 

North Shore CC 

Noyac GC 

Oak Hills Park GC 

Old Oaks CC 

Old Westbury G & CC 

Paramount CC 

Patterson Club, The 

Pelham CC 

Pine Hollow CC 

Pine Ridge GC 

Piping Rock Club 

Port Jefferson CC 

Purchase, The GC of 

Quaker Hill CC 

Quaker Ridge GC 

Quogue Field Club 

Redding CC 

Rockaway Hunting Club 

Rockland Lake State Pk GC 

Rockrimmon CC 

Rockville Links CC 

Rolling Hills CC 

Round Hill Club 

Saint Andrew's GC, The 

Salem GC 

Sands Point GC 

Scarsdale GC 

Shinnecock Hills GC 

Shorehaven GC 

Silver Spring CC 

Silvermine GC 

Siwanoy CC 

Sleepy Hollow CC 

South Fork CC 

St. George's G & CC 

Stanwich Club, The 

Sunningdale CC 

Tall Grass GC 

Tam O'Shanter Club 

Tamarack CC 

Towers CC 

Tuxedo Club, The 

Village Club Of Sands Point 

Waccabuc CC 

Wee Burn CC 

West Hills CC 

Westhampton CC 

Wheatley Hills GC 

Willow Ridge CC 

Woodmere Club, Inc. 

Woodway CC 

Wykagyl CC 
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Thank you 2017 Partners & Sponsors

Ahead 

Anheuser Busch 

Associates Golf Car Service 

Avidia Bank 

Birdie Box 

Birdie Now 

Bushnell 

Callaway 

Carr Golf 

Club Car 

Cobra/Puma Golf 

Columbia Sportswear 

Cutter & Buck - Paul McManus 

Destinations Golf & Leisure 

Donald Ross Sportswear 

Earth Networks 

Empire Casino 

EPEC Golf 

Evolve Golf 

EY 

EZ-GO 

Fairway Golf Car 

Fennec Golf/Martin Golf 

Go Club Golf 

Golf Life Navigators 

H4 Distribution 

Haas Jordan 

Heritage Creations 

J. Lindeberg 

Jani-King 

JBA Awards 

Kirk & Matz 

Lenox Advisors 

Lift 23 

Lincoln 

Mastercard 

Mercedes Benz 

Michael Hebron 

Middleton Golf Group/Cleveland Srixon 

Mizuno 

Mohegan Sun 

Morell Studios 

National Car Rental 

OMEGA 

Par Bar 

Peter Millar 

PGA National Resort & Spa 

PGA Tour 

PING 

Polo 

The Preserve 18 

Punta Cana Resort & Club 

Streamsong Resort 

Summit Brands 

Fairway & Greene, EP Pro, Zero Restriction 

Sun Mountain 

TaylorMade - Adidas - Ashworth - Adams 

Terry Murphy 

Titleist/Footjoy 

Traveling the Fairways 

Treiber Insurance 

UnderArmour 

VPAR 

Yamaha 
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Metropolitan PGA

Officers 

Brian Crowell, Silo Ridge Field Club 

President 

Michael Shank, North Shore GC 

Secretary 

Stuart Waack, Silvermine GC 

Treasurer 

Carl Alexander, GC of Purchase 

First Vice President 

Chris Kenney, The Patterson Club 

Second Vice President 

Heath Wassem, Fenway GC 

Honorary President 
 

Board of Directors 

Bill Bresnan, Colonial Springs GC 

Andrew Gruss, Greenwich CC 

Theron Harvey, Hudson National GC 

Ben Hoffhine, Wykagyl CC 

Jim Lusk, Seawane CC 

Adam McDaid, Friars Head 

Karl Obermeyer, VC of Sands Point 

James Ondo, Apawamis Club 

Peter Procops, The Lawrence Yacht & CC 

Steve Scott, Paramount CC 

Nominating Committee 

Mike Diffley, Pelham CC 

Joe Felder, Griff Harris GC 

Dave Fusco, Patriot Hills GC 

Bobby Heins, Old Oaks CC 

Tom Henderson, Round Hill Club 

Greg Hurd, North Hempstead CC 

Jim Smoot, Huntington CC 

 

 

 

Staff Members 

Jeff Voorheis, Executive Director 

Kelli Clayton, Director of Operations 

Dan Kiley, Tournament Director 

Kevin Rodine, Assistant Tournament Director 

Dan Frankel, Junior Golf Director 

Kaitlin Sabbagh, Player Development Manager 

Paul Giordano, Communications Manager 

Charles Robson 
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